
  

DISCOVER CUTLERY ARTIFACTS 
 

One of my favorite past-times is visiting Revolutionary and Civil War battlefields and National 
Historic sites. Ever since I was a kid, I have been enthralled by placing myself back in time at these hallowed 
grounds. Recently, Melissa and I have been able to visit the National Civil War Naval Museum in Columbus, 
Georgia, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park in West Virginia, and then on our Fourth of July we visited 
Gettysburg National Battlefield, in Pennsylvania. What is especially interesting to us (as knife-geeks) is that 
we always see cutlery related items on these visits, and we continually learn fascinating stories about all 
things knife-related. If you are a knife-geek like us, check out these places next time you have the 
opportunity. The following is a small sampling of the sort of stories you can learn.  

Harper’s Ferry has a voluminous history associated with the Civil War. From John Brown’s raid on 
the Armory, to the largest surrender of American Forces in our nation’s history until WWII, which was the 
doing of the masterful tactician, “Stonewall” Jackson. But another very important contribution of the town, 
was that it was the launching place for the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The reason was because the town 
was a center for the production 
of many trade goods, weapons, 
leather products, and other 
accoutrements that people 
needed as they traveled west. 
And this was the ultimate 
camping trip, so it was only 
natural for the expedition to be 
outfitted at Harper’s Ferry.  

Merriweather Lewis selected 60 pipe tomahawks and 24 “large knives” for the expedition from the 
local suppliers at Harper’s Ferry. Thirty-six of the tomahawks and some of the knives were meant to be 
“Indian presents”, as the endeavor was intended as a scientific expedition and not a mission of conquest. Of 
course, the expedition was an overwhelming success, owing much of that to the good planning and 
leadership of Lewis and Clark, and perhaps a few awesome knives made in Harper’s Ferry. That knife looks 
like a Winkler Knife, doesn’t it!?!?!? 
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Columbus Georgia has a military identity with Fort Benning, but it is also home to the National Civil 
War Naval Museum. Here you can explore the history of the development of the Ironclad, the vessels of 
both Navies (of which there may be more Confederate than you might think), and the day to day lives of the 
Civil War Sailor. Weaponry for the Civil War Sailor was altogether different from the Army. In the Army, 
items were issued to the individual soldier; whereas both the Union and Confederate Navies did not issue 
person weapons. Instead, arms and equipment were stored in a collective location and issued as needed 
prior to battle. The primary arms of the sailor consisted of the cutlass (a short sword), pistol, occasionally 
the pike, and a rifle or musket.  

Though the Civil War ushered in an era of tremendous advancement in weaponry, the ole’ standby 
cutlass and pike were used regularly by boarding parties and in hand-to-hand combat. What is interesting is 
that the Civil War cutlass looks strikingly similar to an ancient Roman-era Gladius sword. Shown here are 
three genuine Cutlass swords that saw action in the Civil War. The bottom one is a US Navy Model 1841 
Cutlass, which was replaced by the Federals with the Model 1860 Cutlass. However, the Confederates used 
these in large numbers as they were captured or confiscated when states seceded. Confederate states also 
produced these as well, and 
the collector market is always 
strong for these rare items. 
The middle one is just that; a 
CS Navy Cutlass made by 
Thomas Griswold of New 
Orleans, and it was patterned 
after the Model 1841. The 
one on top is a CS Navy 
“Union Car Works Columbus 
Cutlass. Though similar to 
the Model 1841, this model 
bears the distinctive “S”-shaped guard, without the full hand guard of the M1841, and a rounded wooden 
grip. Talk about cool! I wonder what these guys would have thought about the ALFA-KNIFE Wakizashi 
Sword? I’ll bet if we coulda put that in the hands of a Civil War Sailor he would have been impressed! 

Civil War Sailors did lead rather mundane lives, 
punctuated with extreme terror and brutally arduous work. If they 
survived the battle, they might find themselves lonely and bored 
for some time. Pieces of home have always been the salve for such 
existences, and one’s favorite pocket knife was one of those 
special possessions. Numerous Ironclad vessels were built during 
the war, ever advancing the science of armored warships. But, they 
sank a lot. A LOT. Throughout the 20th century and to the current 
day, efforts to salvage these historic treasures have been ongoing. 
The museum in Columbus, Georgia has the CSS Jackson, the 
largest surviving Confederate Warship, on display. As these 
treasures have been salvaged, archeologists have found the 

personal effects in the mud filled wrecks; giving us a window into these lives. Here is a pocket knife found 
on the CSS Chattahoochie. I think it looks just like a Lionsteel Big Daghetta, don’t you?!?! 

https://www.portcolumbus.org/
https://www.portcolumbus.org/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/alfa-knife-wakizashi-sword-black-g10/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/alfa-knife-wakizashi-sword-black-g10/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/lion-steel-big-daghetta-titanium/


The USS Cairo (which is on display in 
Vicksburg) was recovered from the Yazoo River in 
1966. The vessel has the distinction of being the first 
to sink as the result of electrically detonated torpedo 
charges. Which blows my mind because I can’t figure 
out where the Confederates plugged in the extension 
cord. Anyway, it sank extremely fast; taking with her 
everyone’s cool stuff; including this sailor’s ivory 
handled Jack knife. The ship was a giant time-capsule, 
and we are fortunate to have these artifacts. I swear 
that maker had to copy the GEC #15 Boys Knife. 

Wars always produce huge advances in technology and 
innovation. But sometimes that isn’t romantic and exciting. 
Sometimes these artifacts jar us back to reality with the cruelty of war. 
In the museum at Gettysburg, there is an artifact that will make you 
pause. Sure, the surgeon’s tools look horrible, but this one in 
particular makes one realize how difficult life can be for the soldier 

coping with a tragic injury. It’s a knife with a spoon incorporated into it. Seeing this made me pause and give 
thanks to our wonderful countrymen who have put on the uniform.  

Just in case you were 
wondering, Melissa and I are as 
southern as we can be. She is the 
descendant of Scotch-Irish who 
settled in southern Appalachia. I 
am the descendant of English who 
came here in the early 1700’s. 
There are confederate veterans in 
my family’s cemetery.  But we are 
so thankful our nation was not 
torn apart by the Civil War. As a 
student of history, I shudder to 
think of what the world would not 
be like without America as it is. 
With all of her flaws, let us never 
forget that this country affords the opportunity to correct our mistakes, and in doing so, we are a light to the 
world. If you need proof of that, look at how many other nations emulate our principles, and look at how 
many other people of the world want to come here. So, to all our veterans who have served our country; 
THANK YOU for making America what she is today. We ARE a grateful nation.   

 

https://www.nps.gov/vick/u-s-s-cairo-gunboat.htm
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/great-eastern-cutlery/
https://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm


 

There is an awesome new knifemaker on the 
site. Olde Towne Cutlery now represents Russell 
Reece of Cohutta Knife, and we are extremely proud 
to represent such a fine knifemaker and cool guy. 
Russell is from Ellijay, Georgia, and is part of the 
explosion of knifemakers from the Peach State. But 
knifemaking isn’t a new fad for Russell. Since Russell 
was 6 he’s had a knife in his pocket and a love for 
knives. As a boy he had a desire to learn all he could 
and make one of his own someday. 

Russell met Ron Solomon in 2016, who was a previous 
apprentice of Andy Roy. Russell was searching through old axe 
heads and he and Ron struck up a bargain. He would teach Ron 
how to haft an axe in return for being taught how to make a 
knife! After this conversation Russell immediately dove deeper 
into knifemaking and ordered his own grinder. The rest is history! 
Russell started working at Fiddleback Forge in January of 2018 
and continues his passion for knifemaking. 

Russell has had many influences in his career. Andy Roy being at the top, followed by Ron Solomon, 
Allen Surls, and Dylan Fletcher. The Georgia Custom Knifemaker’s Guild has also been a huge influence 
for Russell. The Georgia Custom Knife Makers Guild is a teaching guild and one of the strongest 
organizations of its type in the country. The members have been a wonderful resource for Russel, as there is 
a free and open exchange of information and expertise that helps each member advance their skill.  

Russell’s favorite knife pattern is a Sodbuster folder but doesn’t really have a favorite fixed blade 
pattern. In commenting on his own work, Russell states that his knives are meant to be “working knives”. 
His saying is, “What good is a great looking knife if it’s uncomfortable or lacks control in use?” 

Russell’s personal EDC of choice that will typically be found on him is a Great Eastern Bullnose, an 
Ocoee or the Mini Strebig.  

Olde Towne Cutlery is proud to take on Cohutta Knife and represent Russell’s phenomenal work. 
We are honored to represent him, and you will not be disappointed if 
you pick up one of his knives! 

 
***All of Russell Reece Cohutta Knives can be paired with the 
appropriate sheath by ordering the “Size to Fit” option in the link here.  

Russell Reece of Cohutta Knife 
 

MEET YOUR MAKER 

https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/premium-leather-knife-sheaths-sized-fit/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/premium-leather-knife-sheaths-sized-fit/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/cohutta-knife/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/cohutta-knife/


 

This week we have some new stuff that is just mind-blowing cool. Take a look at the tapered tang 
on Russell’s knife and the new Jason Knight designed Winkler. Also, new old Queen stock! 

 

Cohutta Knife – Ocoee – Ruby Burlap 

Russell Reece makes a phenomenal product. This 
Ocoee pattern has ruby burlap scales, black liners, and 
white pinstripes. The steel is 1/8″ A2 with a tapered 
tang, and spalted finish. The blade is 3 1/2″ and 8″ 
OAL. This pattern has a very fitting name, “Ocoee”. 
We love how he incorporates these different 
areas/regions into his knife patterns. This Ocoee 
would be an all-around great pick for an EDC. It 
would be a comfortable and durable pick for hours use 
on end. This is a fantastic pattern.  

$340.00                                                                             

To see all of the Cohutta Knife products in stock, click here 

 

Winkler Knives – Jaeger – Jason Knight designed – Relic Tan Micarta 

Daniel Winkler & Jason Knight designed the Jaeger 
model to be the ultimate EDC. This one has a sculpted 
relic tan micarta handle, 80 CrV2 blade steel with a 
caswell no-glare finish. The blade is 3 3/4″ and 7 3/4″ 
OAL, and the knife comes with a felt lined black 
leather/kydex hybrid sheath for a silent draw. The 
Sculpted Relic Tan Micarta handle on this Jaeger is 
absolutely amazing, and the Jaeger has a tapered tang, 
making it lightweight. This is one of those knives that 
we say, “This knife cannot be improved upon. It’s 
perfect.” 

$375.00                                                                       Cutler Approved! 
 

To see all of the Winkler Products, Click Here 

 

FEATURED PRODUCT AND REVIEW 
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https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/2018/02/20/cutlers-criteria-quality-knives/
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https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/winkler-jason-knight-jaeger-sculpted-relic-tan-micarta/
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Osprey Knife and Tool – Mamushi – Dyed Ash Burl 

The Osprey Knife & Tool Mamushi would 
make a great addition to your collection. 
This one has dyed blue & purple ash burl, 
3/32″ CPM 154 steel with hammered 
finish, blue liners, white pinstripe, and a 
tapered tang. The blade is 3 1/2″ and 8″ 
OAL. The work on this knife is absolutely 
stunning! From the finish, fit, to execution, 
Chris has outdone himself! These knives 
are some of the most comfortable we’ve 
held in our hands. The dyed ash handle 
gives this knife a very eye-catching look! If 
you are looking for a beautiful piece to put on display, this is the one! Or if you need a smaller EDC, this 
would be a great pick! 

$355 

This knife can be paired with the appropriate sheath by ordering the “Size to Fit” option in the link here.

To see all of the Osprey Knife and Tool Knives in stock, click here 

 

 

Schatt and Morgan - #203 Muskrat – Black Micarta 

We found another big stash of “New Old 
Stock”, and these are some real gems! This 
one might be the best find.  

The Queen City #203 Cigar Muskrat 
Black Micarta has a 3" Clip Point and 3" 
Spey in 1095 carbon steel blades. It 
measures 7" open, and 4" closed with 
black Micarta scales. This is a real 
collector's piece. Beautiful fit and finish 
and excellent execution. Great patter for 
an EDC or as a display piece. 

$95.00      
 

To see all of the Queen Products in stock, click here – LOTS OF NEW ONES TO SEE 

 

 

https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/osprey-knife-tool-mamushi-dyed-blue-purple-ash-burl/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/premium-leather-knife-sheaths-sized-fit/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/osprey-knife-tool/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/queen-city-203-cigar-trapper-black-micarta/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/queen-city-203-cigar-trapper-black-micarta/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/queen/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/brand/queen/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/queen-city-203-cigar-trapper-black-micarta/
https://www.oldetownecutlery.com/product/osprey-knife-tool-mamushi-dyed-blue-purple-ash-burl/


Kizer – Blast – Anodized Titanium Lockback 

The Kizer Blast is a Titanium Lockback 
with anodized finish. It’s made from 
affordable AUS-8 stainless steel with a 
stonewashed finish. The blade length 3 
1/4″ with an OAL 4″. This Titanium 
Lockback features super cool multi-
colored Anodized titanium handles with a 
titanium clip. It has a comfortable thumb 
ramp on the blade and fits nicely in your 
hand. This knife makes for a great EDC. 

$76.99 – SALE PRICE 

To see all of the Kizer Products, click here 

 

 

 

 

We sincerely appreciate our wonderful customers and friends. Thank you for taking the time to read 
our newsletter. We appreciate your interest and support. Have a great weekend everyone!  

 

 

 

      

1-833-GOT-KNIVEs (468-5648)                                   OLDETOWNECUTLERY.COM 
Please don’t forget to follow us on Social Media! 
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